
 

 

WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY 2025 
IN BRAMLEY BARN, WEST FARLEIGH 

 
PRESENT:     Cllrs M Moy (Chair), J Morgan, G Underdown, J Wilson and Mrs A Broadhurst, Clerk 
 3 members of public 
 
Public Discussion 
A member of Farleigh in Bloom spoke regarding the recent plant and cake bake sale, A donation was made to the 
Sports Club with the remaining money raised being split equally between the organisers and the Church (£357 
each). The member was asked to plant bulbs in the borders rather than in the grass, as it makes it difficult to 
maintain the grass cutting schedule. 
A resident spoke regarding an application which has been resubmitted to MBC. Cllr Moy responded that the Parish 
Council would not be able to offer any comment until the application has been reviewed by Councillors.  The Clerk 
reported that the application is currently awaiting validation. 
                       

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 
Cllr Moy was nominated by Cllr Morgan and seconded by Cllr Underdown.   There being no other nominations and 
all Members agreeing, Cllr Moy was duly elected as Chair for the forthcoming year. 
 

2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Moy completed and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

3. Election of Vice Chair 
Cllr Morgan was nominated by Cllr Moy and seconded by Cllr Underdown.  There being no other nominations 
and all Members agreeing, Cllr Morgan was duly elected as Vice Chair for the forthcoming year. 
 

4. Apologies 
Cllr H Kirk-Brown, Borough Cllr C Kehily 
 

5. Councillor Declarations 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

6. Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th March 2025 
The Minutes of the meeting had been previously distributed. Cllr Wilson proposed that they were a true record, 
seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour.  The Chair signed off the official copy. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
7.1 Structure of Committees 

The following Committee arrangements were Agreed for the forthcoming year: 
Planning Committee – A minimum of any three Councillors – as available 

7.2      Appointment of Council Representatives 
The following appointments were Agreed for the forthcoming year: 

Policing Meetings (if held) - Cllr Kirk-Brown (Cllr Moy as back up)  
KALC Area Committee - Cllr Wilson (Cllr Moy as back up)  
Highways Meetings - as available  
Weekly Visual Playground Inspections – Cllr Underdown 
Bi-monthly Financial Reconciliation – Cllr Morgan 
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8. FINANCE 
8.1    Annual Return of Accounts and Audit 2024/2025  
8.1.1  Annual Accounts 2024/2025 
            It was proposed by Cllr Wilson “that the Council’s Accounts should be Approved”.  This was seconded by Cllr 

Morgan, with all on favour. 

8.1.2   Internal Audit Report for 2024/2025  
 Councillors noted the Internal Audit Report contained within Page 3 of the AGAR. 

8.1.3   Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025 
Members considered the Statements of Assurance contained in Section 1 of the Annual Return and determined 
that the statements numbered 1 to 8 can all be answered “Yes” and number 9 “N/A”.  It was proposed by Cllr 
Moy, seconded by Cllr Morgan “that the Statement is Approved”; with all in favour. 

 
8.1.4   Accounting Statement 2024/2025 

 It was proposed by Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Underdown “that the Statement of Accounts contained on Page 
5 of the Annual Return should be Approved”; with all in favour. 

 
8.1.5   Date of Public Inspection  

 Councillors noted that the Date of Public Inspection for 2024-2025 would be Tuesday 3rd June to Monday 14th   
July. The Clerk confirmed that the documents would be uploaded to the website on Monday 2nd June 2025. 

 
8.2     Budget Monitoring Report to 30th April 2025   

The Budget Monitoring Report was noted. 

8.3    Income Since Last Meeting  
MBC – Precept                        £29,000.00 
MBC – CIL Payment       £      227.01 
HMRC - VAT Refund       £      542.98 

 
8.4   Payments Since Last Meeting 

It was proposed by Cllr Moy to approve the following transactions, seconded by Cllr Underdown; with all in favour. 
 
Cheques 
No cheques 
 
Internet Payments 
Safeplay PS Ltd – Play Area Monthly Safety Inspection (April)  £  65.40*  
KALC – Annual Subscription      £325.18 
Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance Renewal    £530.60 
Dandelion Time – Room Hire      £  25.00 
KALC – Planning Conference (Cllr Wilson)     £  84.00 
Tree Ventures Ltd – Tree Survey      £300.00 
 
* The Clerk asked for Councillors to confirm that the Safeplay inspection invoices can continue to be paid between 
meetings to avoid late payment fees.  This was agreed by all present. 
 
Standing Order 
Mrs A Broadhurst – April Salary  (£143.76 owed)   £760.00 
Mrs A Broadhurst – May Salary  (£193.76 owed)   £760.00 
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Direct Debits: 
People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (April)    £185.60 
People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (May)    £185.60 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (Apr.) £  95.40 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (May) £  95.40  
 

8.5      Amended Standing Orders 
Cllr Moy proposed that the amended Standing Orders be approved, seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour. 

 
8.6      Amended Financial Regulations 

Cllr Underdown proposed that the amended Financial Regulations be approved, seconded by Cllr Moy; with all in 
favour. 

 
8.7      Reserves Policy 

Cllr Moy proposed that the Reserves policy be adopted, seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour. 
 

8.8     Earmarked Reserves 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that, when setting the budget for 2025/26 during the January meeting, there had 
been discussion regarding ringfencing funds for specific projects.  The Clerk went on to explain her 
recommendations: 
 
Village Green (for posts) £4,000 
Highways Projects £2,000 
New Parish Council Land £7,000 
Election Costs  £3,500 
Devolution Costs  £4,500  (new heading) 
CIL   £417 (unspent CIL money must be ringfenced) 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Moy to accept the Clerk’s recommendation, seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour. 

 
8.9    Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-2026 

The Clerk reported that Mr David Buckett, the Internal Auditor, had confirmed he was happy to continue for the 
forthcoming financial year.  Councillors were all in agreement with his appointment for 2025-2026. 
 

8.10    Annual Insurance Renewal  
It was noted that Zurich Municipal can no longer offer 5-year contracts.  As 2024/25 was the 3rd year in the previous 
contract, they have quoted £530.60, if the Council approves a new 3-year contract.  It was proposed by Cllr Moy 
to enter a new insurance contract as quote, seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour. 
 

8.11 Kent Association of Local Councils Annual Subscription Renewal 
It was proposed by Cllr Moy to renew the annual membership to the Kent Association of Local Councils, at a cost 
of £325.18 (£270.98 + vat).  This was seconded by Cllr Underdown, with all in favour.   

 
9.        RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
9.1 Devolution 

The Clerk reported that an Extraordinary KALC meeting is to be held on Thursday 19th June and Cllrs Morgan and 
Wilson will be attending.  Cllr Wilson asked to meet with the Clerk beforehand to discuss the current situation 
with the Local Government Restructure and KALC’s involvement. 
The Clerk informed all present that, having contacted MBC about having the Green transferred to the Parish 
Council, they are to review their asset transfer policy before making any further transfers to Parish Councils. The 
Clerk added that she will monitor the situation over the coming months. 
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9.2      Lorry Watch 
Councillors discussed the current issues relating to HGVs travelling through the village due to the Loose Road 
closure.  It was agreed that a request for a ‘Not suitable for HGVs’ sign to be installed on the Ewell Lane triangle 
should be added to the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP), to try to stop lorries meeting each other on the lane.  
The Clerk will amend and resubmit the document to KCC Highways.                   ACTION:  Clerk 
It was noted that additional signage is required in surrounding villages to try to stop the HGVs reaching West 
Farleigh.  The Clerk will discuss this with the HIP Officer.                     ACTION:  Clerk 
After further discussion it was agreed that Lorry Watch would not be an effective option in the village, due to the 
lack of willing volunteers and suitable safe areas to monitor vehicles from. 

 
9.3        Tree Survey 
 The Clerk reported that Tree Ventures has recently carried out the tree survey for the Green and the Rookery 

Row triangle.  Only one item had been highlighted as requiring attention and that was a Lime tree on the Green 
with the recommendation being to remove the 3 damaged branches, cutting back to the natural target collars.   
Cllr Underdown stated that he would be able to carry out the work required.            ACTION:  Cllr Underdown 

 
9.4 East Farleigh Highway Project 

The Clerk had circulated an email from East Farleigh Parish Council regarding a project they wish to undertake 
relating to persistent speeding through the village. Kent Police have withdrawn support as neighbouring Parishes 
do not have the resources to fund similar arrangements, which leaves them at a disadvantage; East Farleigh 
Parish Council is appealing this decision.  Their Clerk has written to surrounding Parishes to ask for their support 
and, after brief discussion, the Clerk was asked to respond stating that West Farleigh Parish Council supports 
them funding addition Police speed checks in their village.                   ACTION:  Clerk 
 

10. PLANNING MATTERS 
10.1 Any applications received before the meeting  
 No applications to discuss. 
10.2 Planning Decisions (To be noted)  
10.2.1 Decisions Outstanding with MBC 

 No applications outstanding. 
10.2.2  Applications Approved by MBC 

The approved application was noted. 
 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 21st July 2025 at 7.30pm  
 
With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8.45pm. 
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