4.2

WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 17" NOVEMBER 2025 IN BRAMLEY BARN

PRESENT: Cllrs M Moy (Chair), J Morgan, G Underdown, H Kirk-Brown, S Birchall and Mrs A Broadhurst,
Clerk
Ms Ingrid Tortosa, MBC Conservation Officer
5 members of public

Public Discussion
The following points were raised:
e Leaves on the footpath in Charlton Lane are dangerous (this is an annual issue) ACTION: Clerk
e Concerns raised regarding speeding vehicle in Charlton Lane between 10-10.30pm driven by youths.
Residents felt that the vehicle was likely reaching speeds of 50mph on a lane with a 30mph speed limit.
ACTION: Clerk
Residents generally were concerned at the higher speeds on all roads through the village.
e Litter issues particularly at both ends of Ewell Lane, in the vicinity of The White House (along Upper Barn
Hill) and Shingle Barn Lane. ACTION: Clerk

Apologies
Clir J Wilson, County CliIr R Ford, Borough Clir Kehily.

Councillor Declarations
Clir Underdown — Agenda Item 4.4 as he is the ground’s maintenance contractor.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 15" September 2025
The Minutes of the meeting had been previously distributed. ClIr Kirk-Brown proposed that they were a true
record, seconded by Clir Morgan; with all in favour. The Chair signed off the official copy.

RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

West Farleigh Conservation Area Review

Clir Moy welcomed the Conservation Officer to the meeting; it was noted that the draft Conservation Area review
document had been circulated to Councillors. The Officer spoke regarding the review which is currently underway
for West Farleigh and how any additions must be justified to be included. It was confirmed Councillors are
welcome to submit any comments for consideration before the document goes out to public consultation in the
New Year. The Clerk asked for any areas to be emailed to her, with the reason behind the suggestion, within the
next 10 days. The next review would then be in 2029. ACTION: Clerk

Local Government Restructure

The Clerk updated Councillors on conferences recently arranged by SLCC and MBC regarding the forthcoming Local
Government Restructure. KCC and the various Borough/District Councils are currently approving which of the five
options they wish to put forward, with final decisions having to be submitted by the 28" November to the Ministry
of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG). A 7-week public consultation will be held sometime
between January and May for a final decision to be made on how many unitary authorities will be formed. The
unitary authorities will have elections in 2027, shadowing the current arrangements until they are disbanded in
2028.

Following the Stage 1 Community Governance Review undertaken by MBC, they are moving forward with a Town
Council with 22 Town Councillors, 60,000 electorates and a population of 90,000, making them the second largest
in the country.

It was noted that the Parish Council needs to ensure that the village green is protected for the residents of West
Farleigh and discussions are already underway with MBC. The Clerk added that, it has already been acknowledged
that there will be a democratic deficiency with the new Unitary system, which will push more work onto Parish
Councils.
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Parish Council’s Civility & Respect Pledge
The Clerk had circulated a report to update recently co-opted Councillors on the Civility & Respect Pledge, which
the Parish Council had undertaken in 2022. This was noted by all present.

Cllr Underdown left the meeting

Ground’s Maintenance Contract

The Clerk reported that, when the current contract had been agreed, there had been the option of extending for
a further two years. As the contract had run smoothly, with Geoff undertaking additional work on an ad hoc basis,
much of which has not been charged to the Council, the Clerk had approached the contractor to find out whether
they wished to continue for the additional period of time. They had confirmed that they would like to review this
again next year, towards the end of year 4. After brief discussion it was proposed by Clir Kirk-Brown to continue
with the current contractor for a further 2 years, with a review in November 2026 (ahead of the final year of the
contract), seconded by Clir Moy; with all in favour. ACTION: Clerk

Clir Underdown returned to the meeting

FINANCE
Budget Monitoring Report to 31% October 2025
The Budget Monitoring Report was noted.

Income Since Last Meeting
MBC — Parish Service Scheme (PSS- 2nd half of annual payment) £420.61
Refund — KALC — Planning Conference £ 84.00

Payments Since Last Meeting

It was proposed by Cllr Morgan to approve the following transactions, seconded by ClIr Birchall; with all in favour.

Cheques
No cheques

Internet Payments

Safeplay PS Ltd — Play Area Monthly Safety Inspection (September) £ 65.40
Safeplay PS Ltd — Adventure Trail Repair £510.00
Wellers Law Group — Land Registry Fee £130.00
Dandelion Time — Room Hire £ 25.00
Safeplay PS Ltd — Play Area Monthly Safety Inspection (October) £ 65.40

Standing Order
Mrs A Broadhurst — October Salary (£172.57 owed) £760.00

Mrs A Broadhurst — November Salary (£172.57 owed) £760.00

Direct Debits:

People’s Pension — Monthly Payment (October) £194.30
People’s Pension — Monthly Payment (November) £194.30
Waveney IT Support Services — Email Accounts & Remote Support (Oct.) £ 95.40
Waveney IT Support Services — Email Accounts & Remote Support (Nov.) £ 95.40

Grant Applications
After discussion it was agreed to defer The Farleigh WI’s grant request until January, to see whether others are
submitted before allocating the funds. ACTION: Clerk

HIGHWAY MATTERS

Highway Improvement Plan

The new Highways Liaison Officer had amended the HIP and the latest version had been circulated before the
meeting:
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e Smiths Hill/Lower Road: Having reduced the number of SLOW markings from 3 to 1, the engineer is now
reluctant to put the final marking down, if there is a better option to work toward, although every historic
suggestion has been exhausted. Councillors were frustrated that nothing can be progressed, even with
the Parish Council prepared to fund requested works.

e Ewell Lane triangle: Having been informed that ‘Not suitable for HGV’ signage cannot be installed; the
new Officer is going to investigate the feasibility of the signs.

e Heath Road (by The Thatched House): The officer has stated that nothing can be done in this area and
that the request should be closed down.

After brief discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will discuss the HIP further with the new Officer, to explain the
history on the various sites. ACTION: Clerk

5. PLANNING MATTERS
6.1 Any applications received before the meeting
No new applications received for discussion.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 19 January 2026 at 7.30pm

With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8.52pm.
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