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WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD ON MONDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2025 IN BRAMLEY BARN 
 

PRESENT:     Cllrs M Moy (Chair), J Morgan, G Underdown, H Kirk-Brown, J Wilson and Mrs A Broadhurst, Clerk 
 1 member of public 
 

1. Apologies 
There were no apologies received. 
 

2. Councillor Declarations 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2025 
The Minutes of the meeting had been previously distributed. Cllr Morgan proposed that they were a true record, 
seconded by Cllr Underdown; with 4 all in favour and 1 abstention.  The Chair signed off the official copy. 

4. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
It was proposed by Cllr Moy, seconded by Cllr Kirk-Brown that Mrs Birchall be co-opted as a Parish Councillor; all 
in favour. The Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Pecuniary Interest forms were duly completed and signed.  
Cllr Birchall then joined the meeting. 

5. FINANCE 
5.1    Budget Monitoring Report to 31st August 2025   

The Budget Monitoring Report was noted. 

5.2    Income Since Last Meeting  
No income received. 

 
5.3   Payments Since Last Meeting 

It was proposed by Cllr Moy to approve the following transactions, seconded by Cllr Morgan; with all in favour. 
 
Cheques 
No cheques 
Internet Payments 
Safeplay PS Ltd – Play Area Monthly Safety Inspection (July)  £     65.40 
Safeplay PS Ltd – Picnic Bench Repair     £   163.68 
Wellers Law Group – Land Transfer     £1,500.00 
Dandelion Time – Room Hire      £     25.00 
Mrs A Broadhurst – Expenses (Training, Chair, Printer ink & Mileage) £   347.39 
Safeplay PS Ltd – Play Area Monthly Safety Inspection (August)  £     65.40 
HMRC – PAYE        £1,102.34* 
Mrs A Broadhurst – Expenses (Printer)     £   211.00 
*Due to be paid in October 
 
The Clerk reported that the invoice from Forvis Mazars LLP would be received imminently, as the external audit 
had concluded.  As this is a fixed fee, the Clerk asked that she be authorised to pay the invoice between meetings.  
All Councillors were in agreement. 
 
Standing Order 
Mrs A Broadhurst – August Salary  (£277.52 owed)   £760.00 
Mrs A Broadhurst – September Salary (£172.57 owed)   £760.00 
Direct Debits: 
People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (August)    £208.85 
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People’s Pension – Monthly Payment (September)   £194.30 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (Aug.) £  95.40 
Waveney IT Support Services – Email Accounts & Remote Support (Sept.) £  95.40  
 

5.4      Conclusion of External Audit 
The Clerk reported that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) had been received from Mazars 
and the Parish Council’s external audit has now concluded with no issues found. 
It was noted that the documents had already been added to the website and will be placed in the notice boards 
after the meeting. 
 

6. RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
6.1     Devolution  

There was nothing to report. 
 

6.2 Community Governance Review 
The Clerk had circulated suggested responses for the three surveys in the Community Governance Review 
consultation, reflecting discussions and meetings relating to the MBC Democracy and General Purposes 
Committee since January. 
1. Thurnham West:   West Farleigh PC should support Thurnham Parish Council by responding that Thurnham 

West should remain part of Thurnham Parish Council. 
2. Grove Green:  No response should be submitted. 
3. Unparished Area:  All of the unparished wards should be given the opportunity to form a Parish Council in the 

first instance to support their residents, before investigating the formation of a Town Council. 
Following a lengthy debate, with strong views expressed on both sides, it was proposed by Cllr Kirk-Brown to 
submit the suggested response, seconded by Cllr Birchall; with all in favour.                                         ACTION:  Clerk 
 

6.3 West Farleigh Conservation Area Review  
 The Clerk reported that MBC is to review the Conservation Area, but they had not been able to provide any detail 

to consider at the meeting.  Councillors were provided with a map of the current area and there was general 
discussion relating to possible boundary changes, however Councillors agreed that residents needed the 
opportunity to comment on any proposals.  It was noted that there would be a public consultation in the New 
Year.  The Clerk offered to discuss the review with the Officer and report back to Councillors.             ACTION:  Clerk 

 
7. HIGHWAY MATTERS 
7.1      Highway Improvement Plan  

The Clerk reported that two of the three locations previously offered for ‘SLOW’ signs on Smiths Hill had now been 
refused.  One due to the high friction surface and the other as the road width is too narrow.  KCC have confirmed 
that they will progress with final site. 
There was then general discussion regarding the ongoing flooding issues on Smiths Hill.  It was noted that the 
Tickled Trout is being used by drivers of damaged vehicles, whilst awaiting recovery, and Cllr Kirk-Brown offered 
to request that the pub keeps a record of how many are having to seek refuge.  Cllr Kirk-Brown also requested the 
details of how to report the flooding and damage to KCC, so that the information can be passed onto the pub.  The 
Clerk gave some background on the lack of support from the previous County Cllr (Simon Webb) and it was agreed 
that County Cllr Ford should be contacted to see what assist he can offer.            ACTION:  Cllr Kirk-Brown & Clerk 

 
8. PLANNING MATTERS 
8.1 Any applications received before the meeting  
 No new applications received for discussion. 
 Following a public meeting held over the weekend, Cllr Wilson spoke briefly about an application in Wateringbury 

for 66 units and the effect this could have on the village. 
8.2 Planning Decisions 
8.2.1  The approved applications were noted. 

 

8.        DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.30pm  
With no further matters to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8.18pm. 


